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BLACK RIFLE BUFFET

Gussy ’er up.

ne reader wrote and said, “I’m a turn-bolt rifleman. | never

had any interest in ARs until it became clear our current rulers
(the politicians) didn’t want me to have one, and wouldn’t trust me
with one. So, | bought two.” What a great reason to buy an AR!
Several similar messages followed. A couple dozen other e-mails
were from readers, both experienced AR users and those new
to the platform, asking for recommendations on everything from
magazines, backup iron sights and collapsible stocks to single-

point sling.

In the interest of saving my
sausage-fingers from Terminal-Tappin’
Syndrome, and presuming even more
of you might have the same questions,
let me answer you here, OK? I'll give
you a Web site list too, but in many
cases you’ll need to get on the Internet
and fire up search engines to find the
best deals—and there are some great
bargains to be had!

In polymer magazines, MagPul
mags are superb, top-quality, tough and
reliable. There are 20- and 30-round
Standard PMAGs, my choice, the
30-round MagLevel PMAG with
transparent round-count windows,
and the EMAG, which is optimized
for non-AR platforms like the
HK-416, FN SCAR, British
SA-80 and others, but absolutely
compatible with ARs too. All have
self-leveling anti-tilt followers and
premium springs. You can order
direct from the Web site or lots of
dealers stock them.

In metal mags, Brownells has a

you can stuff 31 rounds into a 30-round
MagPul mag, but load only 30! Properly
loaded, your top round will be on the
right (cartridge pointing forward) with
about 2mm of “push” play.

Sights, Slings
And Other Things
There are scads of decent backup
iron sights (BUIS) out there, from
Midwest Industries, LaRue Tactical,
GG&G, and Troy Industries to name a
few. For a solid, adjustable non-folding 1

think of this?”

Choosing optics for ARs depends
heavily on what you want it to do at
what distance. There are multitudes of
makers and lots of junk, so I’ll mention
just a few electronic CQB sights I've
used and trust.

Aimpoint red dots are the Army’s
choice, with unlimited eye relief, long
battery life, and you don’t even have to
center the dot in the glass: If your dot
is on target, your round is too. Their
CompM4 is the newest, but there are
lots of fine used CompM2s and M3s
out there which will serve you well at
about half the price. Note: The M-series
sights are compatible with NVDs—
Night Vision Devices—and the ML-
series sights are not.

EOTech’s HWS—Holographic
Weapon Sight—projects a 65-MOA
ring and 1-MOA center dot combination
on its screen. It’s a superfast close-
quarters unit, proven in combat. Even if
the screen is broken, the holograph will

appear—and be functional—in
the unbroken area! As with the
Aimpoints, many older units are
available and still very effective.
Note: If you have a flattop carbine,
I recommend mating the EOTech
HWS with a Rock River Arms
Dominator2 mount. It includes
an A2 rear sight, and places the
EOTech’s center dot just above
your front iron sight post.
Ifyou’reconcernedaboutbattery
failure and you’re “Leupold-loyal,”

current US military contract, and Premium Filet of PMAG, drizzled with spicy MS2 Sling sauce—yum! check out the Prismatic Tactical.

their mags are terrific. They’re
available in 20- and 30-round, gray or
SOCOM tan, with your choice of a mil-
spec stainless spring or Brownells’ own
chrome silicon spring which is coated
with a dry lube and is highly corrosion
resistant. Order ’em direct from
Brownells. I've used good mags from
Colt and Fusil, among others, but I don’t
think Brownells mags can be beaten.
Note: These are the only “30-round”
mags I recommend loading with a full
30 rounds—many others suffer binding
and feeding problems when loaded with
more than 28 rounds. Also be aware

aperture rear sight which co-witnesses
with most optics, check out Kiser
Munitions. For fast-orienting foldable
front and rear sights, you’ll have to see
and read up on Diamondhead Sights
to appreciate the advantages this new
sight set can provide. I've been tracking
them since their first prototypes, and the
current design is absolutely outstanding.
Quicker and more certain on close-
range snap shots and more accurate on
longer ones, Diamondhead Sights are
based on geometry so simple that like
me, you’ll ask yourself “Why didn’t I

It features a bright red illuminated
circle imposed on crosshairs, and if your
battery is off or dead the reticle is etched
in the glass in black so you’ll always be
good-to-go. Typically superior Leupold
glass is encased in the thickest, toughest
tube Leupold has ever made; virtually
bombproof.

All three above are extremely rugged
and allow you to move and shoot with
both eyes open—a huge plus!

Slings... Individual tastes are so
picky-particular, I'll just tell you about
one I came across recently that I really
like: MagPul’s MS2 Multi-Mission Sling.




It’s versatile, adaptable to single-point
or two-point application, allows quick
transitioning from strong to offside
shoulder, and lies close to the body
without sloppy loops to get hung up or
tangled in. In single-point use, releasing
your AR suspends the rifle muzzle-
down in a quick-grab position, and an
emergency release lanyard detaches the
rifle with one pull. It’s comfortable too,
and doesn’t require a full-semester class
to figure out; an all-around great sling.
Mate it with MagPul’s ASAP Receiver
End Plate for maximum efficiency.

Those “Other Things”

During the post-election frenzy lots
of you grabbed any AR you could get;
not necessarily in the upper receiver
or barrel configuration you wanted.
Go to www.arl5builder.com and use
Brownells’ cool drag-and-drop system
to find what you want. I just checked
and they had nine choices in complete
AR uppers ranging from an M4 type
with chrome-lined 16" barrel to a flattop
“slick” with 20" stainless bull barrel.
Remember, you can buy anything except
a lower receiver without an FFL.

Collapsible buttstocks? The best
include models like the Vitor EMOD,
Command Arms Accessories’ CBST,
TAPCO’s T6, and the MagPul CTR
and MOE stocks. Beware of collapsible
stocks labeled “M4 style,” “military
style,” “commando model” or crap like
that with no manufacturers’ info. They
collapse, all right—and fall apart like
old Soviet space stations....

This is far from comprehensive, but
ought to keep you busy for a while. If
you spend a little time searching the
net, you can take a plain-Jane AR way
beyond basic black and fit it precisely
to your build, needs and tastes. Bon
appétit! Connor OUT. GUNS
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grease bad guys
not guns.

See us at SHOT Show Booth #8206

INTRODUCING FAILZERO.
The first greaseless tactical
upgrades, featuring EXO technology.

=@aliminates the need for grease & ofl

*minimizes maintenance

law enforcement proven
= brutally tough for longer life and high reliability.
40% harder than chrome

= skaplics are shooling & believing

«we offer coating for Individual firearms

= we provide OEM Coaling Services

Kits are available in Semi (AR15) and Full Auto (M16/4)

To see FAILZERO in action, and to
upgrade your firearms, go to www.
failzero.com or call 1-866-214-6926.

Battle On g0 Code GNNAMOS To Receive A

10% DISCOUNT At Our Website

BATTLE ON

- Reloading Dies - Case Prep Tools
- Shooting Rests - Powder Measures
- Case Tumblers - Reloading Manuals
- Bullets & Brass - Cleaning Solvents
- AR-15 Products - Storage Boxes

- Optics & Mounts - Measuring Tools

- Redding - Sierra - Leupold - Hornady
- Berger - RCBS - Hodgdon - Nosler
- L.E. Wilson - Forster - Lyman - Barnes

Free Full Color Catalog
800-717-8211
www.sinclairintl.com
A BROWNELLS Company

George Tichbourne
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SHEFFIELD STYLE BOWIE

http://www.tichbourneknives.com
(905) 670-0200
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continued from page 82

have their first firearm. Acquiring the
first gun is almost like a rite of passage,
a symbol of growing up. Mine was the
Marlin 39A .22 levergun. I learned to
shoot with that rifle, my wife learned to
shoot with it, all my kids followed suit,
and yes my grandkids did the same. I
don’t shoot it much anymore, but it has
been joined by two more just like it and
the grandson trio spent a lot of time, and
a lot of ammunition, shooting that nearly
55-year-old Marlin and its partners this
summer.

Each grandson gets one and none will
ever know which one was the original.
Every time someone shows me a firearm
and tells me it was grandpa’s gun they
get the same advice: “Don’t ever sell
grandpa’s gun; someday many years
from now some other young boy should
be showing his friends his grandpa’s gun
and you will be that grandpa.” There is
something very special, very emotional,
about family firearms.

Sometime in late 1956 or early 1957 1
bought my first .44 Magnum which was
a 6-1/2" Ruger Flattop Blackhawk. It
was soon cut to 4-5/8" and logged many
miles during Idaho hunting seasons. In
the early 1970s it went back to Ruger
to be re-barreled to 7-1/2" and remains
so today. About the same time Diamond
Dot, even though we couldn’t afford it at
the time, insisted I buy the 10" Flattop
.44 Blackhawk we found at the Gunhaus
when I returned from my final summer
classes for my Masters Degree at the
University of Montana.

It was my first dedicated hunting
handgun. I was wearing it in a Goerg
shoulder holster when I saw the biggest
Idaho muley buck ever. It surpassed
everything I had ever been seen before
or since. I sat there at way too many
hundreds of yards in the waning light of
the day and simply watched him. I did
not feel sorry I could not get on him and
that day became a true handgun hunter
with all its limitations. How could I sell
either one of these sixguns? I haven’t
shot either one for several years and I
won’t put full-house loads through them
anymore. However, I just loaded up
some 1,100 fps loads with 200-220-grain
bullets and hopefully next spring they
will get another workout.

I was deeply involved in long-range
silhouetting in the 1980s. T have so many
wonderful memories of matches and
one thing that stands out is how rivals
would help each other by spotting. My
first real silhouette sixgun was the Dan
Wesson .357 Magnum. Dan Wesson was
the first manufacturer to actually listen
to competitors and the result was the

1,000 fps in .38 Special brass. They
took forever to get to the rams but they
never failed to take them down. It was
fun to actually wait for the bullet to hit
the target and watch the ram silhouette
change color in the sun as it slowly
toppled over. I can feel the excitement
all over again just typing the words.

Ruger soon joined up and started
producing sixguns especially for
silhouetters, the first being the 10-1/2"
.44 Magnum Super Black Hawk. The
best they ever offered for any kind of
long-range shooting was the 10-1/2"
Ruger Blackhawk .357 Maximum. Now
we had a sixgun that would deliver those
same 200-grain bullets at .357 Magnum
velocities. The best shooting I ever did
with a revolver in silhouettes was with
this Ruger. Neither one of these, I'm
sorry to say, has probably been fired
within the last 15 years. Still they are
not for sale as I’'m too emotionally
attached to them. Maybe, just maybe
I’ll dig them out next spring and warm
them up again. I wonder if I'll be able
to shoot them as well as I did way back
then? Probably not.

Several others have been fired for
too many years. There is the Super 14
Thompson/Center .30-30 which was
my Unlimited silhouette pistol and the
10" .357 Contender which I used in the
Production class. Both were superbly
accurate and probably still are even if
I’m not. My first Smith & Wesson .44
Magnum was an early Model 29 with a
6-1/2" barrel and I spent too many years
shooting nothing but full-house loads in
it. Today it never sees anything heavier
than Keith’s Heavy .44 Special load and
unlike the others mentioned, it did get a
workout last summer. I've got to spend
more time with it.

My old hunting handguns are mostly
retired today. The SSK Contenders
in 6.5 JDJ and .375 JDJ as well as the
7-1/2" Freedom Arms .454—all of
which went to Africa with me—haven’t
been shot for way too long. That 6.5 and
my 7-1/2" Freedom Arms .44 Magnum
both have identical records, namely 24
straight 1-shot kills. With the 6.5, it’s all
manner of game from Africa to Colorado
to Texas to Oregon to Idaho, while the
.44 Magnum has been mostly used on
Texas Whitetails. I'm tied to these guns
as emotionally as it is possible to be. I
just hope none of my grandsons ever sell
grandpa’s guns, and more importantly,
somehow they receive as much pleasure
as I have from them and also pass them
on to their grandsons.

Some may say I become too attached
to what they see simply as working
tools. To me they are much more than
that. They aren’t simple and they aren’t

Let’s Talk
Turkey

and Reduce Recoil

less recoil and
muzzle jump!

“I recommend Pro-Port to all my clients”
Graig Everets, Bluffton, South Carolina

Phone: 586-469-6727
Fox: 586-469-0425

www.magnaport.com
email@magnaport.com

- 41302 Executive Drive
Harrison Twp., MI 48045-1306

GET PROFESSIONAL
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GUNSMITH TRAINING

Train at home with Penn Foster Career School

and you can have the skills you need to begin
a career as a Professional Gunsmith.

With Nationally and Regionally Accredited
Penn Foster Career School:

* You can graduate in as little as five months.
* You can study online, in print, or o
a combination of both. R
« All your materials and tools are ,,&3%
sent directly to you. e
* Your tuition includes your books, tools, and
instructional support, and we offer 0% APR
financing with customized payment plans.
Call or Click for FREE Information
1-800-572-1685 ext. 6575
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Visit www.PennFoster.edu
Online enter ID# AGX21ZT

Or mail coupon

G410

(&Y)) PENN FOSTER Dept AGR2IZT

CAREER SCHOOL Scranton, PA 18515-0700

1 Please rush me FREE information on how I can
YES. learn at home to become a Gunsmith (25).
There’s no obligation.

10" Heavy Barrel .357 Magnum with | just tools. They fill me with pride of | i Name Ao
excellent sights. Most of us used 180- , ownership and also celebration of | | Address Apti
or 200-grain bullets loaded to less than 1 Freedom. GUNS City/State Zip

Phone Email
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PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP

If you have it, you know.

ack Pender was a very special friend who died of lung cancer

in the 90s when he was much too young. If we are blessed we
make a few very close friends as we travel through this life; Jack
was such a friend. We “met” when he was in Colorado visiting
another friend of mine, the late Deacon Deason of BearHug Grips.
He called me from Deac’s place just to say hello and | wound up
visiting him in Georgia the following year.

He made arrangements for Wr

me to meet all his shooter friends

at the Savanna Rifle & Pistol

Club and it was a memorable
experience. The reason itwasso |/
memorable is the fact we were iy
both shooting pop cans offhand

at 100 yards with Jack’s 7-1/2"
Freedom Arms .454. We could |'

not miss. The other shooters __{
were very impressed, however —
the fact is we just happened to

be “on” that day and any other —
time could easily have missed e
with every shot.

designing fancy homes for

& T—’_Ef . =
Jack had his own business « ==~ " =
,,4 _-_,_

well-to-do customers. He took ! :,,'.5
me to a special section to show £i ’r
me some of the homes he had
designed. I felt like I should be f;
trimming the lawn or something #%
not just driving around and &
looking. 1 guess I didn’t feel [ E-‘“

comfortable being surrounded *.#T
by so much wealth. Jack told EH

me about one of his customers Taffin is too emotmnally invelved w:th his first true hunting handgun to

who was a hunter. Every year ever sell it.

money back.

I just couldn’t understand why he
didn’t want to run his hands over the rifle
as he looked at his trophies and recalled
the hunting trips. It seemed to me he
was just driven to somehow go through
the motions without any emotions.
Something was surely causing him to
hunt every year but for some reason he
just saw the rifle as a useful tool which
had no use after the trip. I suppose he
probably bought a new car every year
also. Something is missing without pride
of ownership. Even if I could afford it I
would not buy a new truck every year.

My 4x4 is now 13-years old,

™ with 69,000 miles and still in

excellent shape. I take pride

in it and care for it. I basically

e use it only to go shooting. I

can’t imagine replacing it just
because something is newer.

I know very few shooters
who only see firearms as simple
tools like a chainsaw or a lawn
mower. I'’ve been accumulating
firearms for 55 years so there
is no doubt there are some
which are rarely used, if at all.
But that does not negate pride
of ownership nor personal
attachment as there are pleasant
memories attached to every
one of them. Good times with

i friends and family, hunting

y trips, silhouette shoots, cowboy
{ action matches, just plain
woods bumming, plinking,
long-range shooting at rocks,
wandering around sagebrush,
foothills, forest, and mountains.

# Even though they may never
be used much anymore, pride
of ownership prevents me from

he took a trip to some exotic |
location and his house was filled with |
trophies from all over the world. What |
was strange was the fact he did not own |
a single firearm. Before leaving on each '
trip he would buy a new rifle, sight it in, |
go on his special safari of choice, gather ,
in his trophies, return home, and sell

the rifle. To me that was something so
strange it belonged in Ripley’s Believe
It or Not. 1 simply could not understand
how anyone would not want to hang
onto special rifles which he had shared
so many hunting trips with. It wasn’t
as if he needed to sell them to get his

selling them, at least at this point
of my life, and I hope most of them will
someday be enjoyed by my grandsons
and their grandsons.

If I were a betting man I would
wager most reading this right now still

continued on page 81

VT R oy o L o T
o B b T e R e

e =

T S e i




Never before has Les Baer Custom /ntroduced SO many
new models of world class firearms at one time.

SEMI-AUTO RIFLES
New! .264 LBC-AR™

This high performance new caliber is a Les Baer exclusive with downrange ballistics that will
simply knock you out. The brand new caliber and ammunition is a cooperative venture
between Les Baer Custom, Hornady and Black Hills Ammunition. The rifle , itself is 100%

Les Baer Custom.

New! 6 X45AR

Another dynamic new caliber based on the AR platform with a 5.56 mm NATO round necked up to
6mm. Two 6 X 45 rounds will be available, both loaded by Black Hills Ammunition. The best
news is that all 5.56/.223 magazines and other parts and accessories will interchange with
this high performing dynamo!.

New! LES BAER PISTON GUN

Sh-h-h-h...we can't say much about this yet. But you'll see our very first new Piston Gun,
built on our AR pattern. For now, we'll just say that we have R&D'd this piston design (as
opposed to a traditional blowback design) for a very long time and we are sure as we can be
that this will absolutely be the finest piston style AR on the market.

Improved! LES BAER POLICE SPECIAL s -
Our super popular Police Special will be in even higher demand after we add a new flip-up sight, ; L g £

]
\
‘J new collapsible buttstock and NM carrier. It will also be available instandard 5.56 NATO, new
I 6 X 45 or new .264 LBC-AR™.

L - New! LES BAER BOLT ACTION TACTICAL RIFLE

Les Baer's very first bolt gun. But this rifle has more than just a manual bolt...it has
performance that just won't quit because it's built from the ground-up by Les Baer

Custom. Our focus with this brand new holt action rifle is law enforcement and military tactical
24 teams that still equip their snipers with tack driving bolt guns. We promise you it won't take

i long to become standard issue in a good many armories.

|  SEMI-AUTO PISTOLS .
New! LES BAER CUSTOM BOSS .45

- T Like our entire pistol line, our newest .45 is based on our popular Premier Il. But like the Boss 429 Mustang »
) after which it's named, it has enough thoughtful extra touches to really make it the new Boss of custom ""g
A5s. See for yourself what a difference the Les L .
l Baer touch can make. : "'\:‘

1804 lowa Drive LeCIalre Iowa 52753 e
Ph: 563-289-2126 * Fx: 563-289-2132 Office Hours: 900AM 500PMCentraI Time

Email: info@leshaer.com WWWIGShaercom 7
E; e | &




- RFORMANCE.
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ROCKET SCIENCE

THE NEW STAND
ALL AMMUNITIO

Y WHICH
BE JUDGED.

IT IS FAST: 100 - 200 fps FASTER than AN ventional ammunition
IT IS ACCURATE: Uncompromising accuracy with no increase in felt recoil
IT IS CONSISTENT: Unfailing performance in any temperature

IT IS VERSATILE: This new breed of super premium ammunition is available
in 243 to 458, and is safe for use in ALL firearm types including semi-autos,
lever guns and pump actions

It IS.....rocket science!

ﬁ ﬁ ﬂ ormady:

Accurate. Deadly. qum&ﬁ&.@

1-308-382-1390 PO Box 1848 Grand Island, NE 68802 For the rest of the story go to hornady.com


http://www.hornady.com

