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Traders Or Traitors
ust yesterday I filled up my
Ford F150 truck for  the
week. Fortunately, I don�t
have to drive very far to the
office, but still, it cost over

$100. We all like to blame the
Saudis, the oil companies and our
politicians � indirectly they do
shoulder some of the blame, but,

as I see it, they actually have very
little to do with what we are paying
for fuel .  I  blame the commodity
traders. These are actually the folks
that impact the prices we are paying
and they are also the people ruining
our economy.

Due to their �gambling� habit, we
pay prices they set for the commodity

Toro Caca
� namely a barrel of oil. They�re
gambling on the price of a barrel of
crude two months, six months or
even one year from now. We are
begrudgingly lining their pockets.

I agree we have a lot to learn about
conservation of resources and develop-
ment of alternative energy. We need to
develop those alternatives but we also

I t�s been a particularly hectic day here at the World
Headquarters of American Handgunner Magazine,
with whom we share office space. Actually, we don�t
really share space here, we�re assigned a couple cubi-

cals in the converted basement next to the old discarded
copy machines, burned out computer monitors and IBM
Selectric typewriters. 

After weeks of waiting for authorization and paperwork
similar in scope to an officer involved shooting, I was
granted a two-hour pass to be admitted to accounting�s
floor at the complex. Suddenly, whooping sirens sounded
at ear-splitting dB levels. Unbelievably bright strobe lights
were flashing. The blue�white lights were brighter than the
explosions of the thousand pounders from a night B52 raid
over Hanoi in the 70s. They were enough to cause seizures
in buildings half-a-mile away. Employees were scurrying
about frenetically.

I stopped one out-of-breath young accounting profes-
sional as he ran full-speed down the hallway and asked,
�What�s wrong?� His white starched oxford shirt showed
new stains in the armpits and even his thin black tie was
askew. The look of pure fear and panic shone in his eyes.
You could even smell the adrenaline dump. �The main
account receivables copier is out of paper and it looks like

the toner may be dangerously low too � oh, the
humanity,� he blurted and ran off.

It became immediately apparent that cops � even old
retired ones � have a different perspective on what consti-
tutes an emergency than do the rest of the folks out there.
The saying we have around the office now is: If there�s no
arterial bleeding, it�s not an emergency.

What we have to remember is people call us when what
they usually can control is out-of-control. To them, it is an
emergency � a real one. They are at their wits end and in
a blind ass panic. They just don�t have the same perspec-
tive we have. It impacts their lives and they need rescue.

I�ve heard some people say, perception is reality and
this is a glaring example of that. So, perhaps we need to be
more in-tune with what concerns the folks we serve. We
are problem solvers. We�re hired for our ability to think
and we further develop critical thinking through our expe-
riences in the field.

An overflowing toilet at 0300 isn�t something we�d call
for cover on, but for that 75 year-old widow in the third
floor walkup, it�s the worst thing that could happen since
her husband of 50 years died six months ago. Take some
time and help. That�s why we get the �Big Bucks� folks.
And remember while you are calm and collected and all
those around you are loosing their composure and in a
panic, you probably don�t have a full understanding of
what�s really happening.
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The SIS Custom™ .45 ACP features a stainless steel 

frame and slide, match grade barrel and trigger, 

night sights with cocking shoulder, premium 

KimPro II® finish and SIS slide serrations.
The LAPD™ Special Investigation Section - SIS - is an 

elite plain-clothes unit specially trained in surveillance. 

SIS Detectives frequently stake out violent criminals and 

depend on their pistols even more than tactical team 

members. Based on LAPD SWAT’s satisfaction with their 

Kimber pistols, SIS asked Kimber to create a family of

1911 .45 ACPs that met both their high standards and 

unique requirements. SIS pistols are now available to the

public in limited numbers.

Use and store all firearms safely and lawfully. Kimber pistols and 
rifles are shipped with a California approved cable lock. Proper use 
of the cable lock is encouraged at all times. ©2008 Kimber Mfg., Inc. 
All rights reserved. Names of other companies, products or services 
may be the property of their respective owners.

www.kimberamerica.com 
For information on products and dealer locations 

please send $2 to:

Kimber, Dept.151
One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705

Information is also available at (800) 880-2418

The full-size SIS Custom RL™ (left) has an integral 

Kimber Tactical Rail™ for flashlight mounting. 

The SIS Ultra™ (center) has a rounded frame and 

mainspring housing, and a 3-inch barrel makes it 

ideal for backup or concealed carry. The SIS Pro™

(right) combines a full-length grip with a 4-inch 

barrel, perfect for duty or concealed carry in a 

belt holster.
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