








perhaps, the entire war in the Pacific.
Screaming Banzai! Banzai! the 

Japanese charged out of the jungle 
treeline by the hundreds in a human 
wave of flashing steel, sweat and chaos. 
Their voices almost drowned out the 
hammering of Paige’s machineguns, 
and their bodies nearly covered the 
Marines in their fighting holes. But the 
wave broke and receded, ebbing back 
into the treeline. Paige moved up and 
down the line, tending to the wounded 
and counting the dead. He moved fast, 
knowing another charge would soon 
come. And the charges came all through 
the night.

Every man — every single man 
including Paige — was either killed or 
seriously wounded. Paige propped up his 
wounded so they could continue to fire, 
and placed his dead to make it appear 
their positions were still manned.

Finally, toward dawn, when he was 
the only Marine able to move, Paige 
went from machinegun to machinegun, 
firing bursts from each in turn. When 
his own gun was destroyed, he took 
over another. Then he heard increased 
rustling and voices in the treeline. The 
Japanese were forming for another 
charge.

Paige picked up a 40-pound 
machinegun, draped a belt of ammo over 
his shoulder — and walked down that 
hill, blazing away at every movement. 
The final charge never happened.

At dawn, Paige was found sitting up 
behind his machinegun, watching over 
his wounded and keeping a wary eye 
on the jungle. Intelligence indicated his 
platoon was attacked by about 2,000 
enemy infantry. Hundreds lay dead on 
the hillside. 

The Other GI Joe
Mitchell Paige received a battlefield 

commission, a Purple Heart and the 
Medal of Honor. He went on to fight 
other campaigns in WWII and Korea, 
retiring from the Marine Corps as a 
Colonel in 1959. 

When the Hasbro Toy Company 
developed their “GI Joe” action figure, 
they asked Colonel Paige if they could 
use his likeness for their plastic hero’s 
face. Paige agreed, with one stipulation: 
GI Joe should always be a United States 
Marine. 

Now Colonel Paige is gone, and I 
hear the toy GI Joe is too; no longer 
a Marine, but some kind of smooth 
international operator, like a James 
Bond with combat boots. Rest assured 
he does not fight anyone from any 
group politically incorrect to portray as 
an enemy.

If somebody wants to call me GI 
Joe, I don’t deserve it, but that’s OK. I 
know who the real GI Joe was. Semper 
Fidelis, Colonel.
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however, something happened and that 
happening was the .44 Magnum. Bill 
Ruger made his original Blackhawk 
frame and cylinder a bit larger to hold 
the .44 Magnum and the thought of the 
.44 Special and .45 Colt in the original 
.357 Blackhawk was forgotten. 

Now here it was 15 years later and I 
was looking at a brand-new Blackhawk 
in a yellow and black box marked .45 
Colt. Finally, a .45 from Ruger! Instead 
of using the original Blackhawk, 
Ruger’s first .45 Colt was built on the 
Super Blackhawk-sized mainframe 
and cylinder. Suddenly, for the first 
time since the .45 Colt had appeared in 
1873, we actually had a sixgun capable 
of realizing the true potential of the .45 
Colt case.

It did not take experimenters long to 
discover the Ruger .45 Colt Blackhawk 
could easily handle 300-grain bullets at 
1,200 or more fps. The problem in the 
early ’70s was the fact there were no 
heavy bullets or bullet molds throwing 
heavy bullets for the .45 Colt. I used 300 
grain .45-70 bullets sizing them in steps 
to .458", then to 
.454", and finally to 
.452". It was a long 
process again, but it 
did work. 

Now we have 
many molds for 
heavyweight bullets 
available such as the 
310- and 325-grain 
Keith-style bullets 
from NEI as well 
as 300-grain bullet 
molds from both 
Lyman and RCBS. 
My first loads with 
heavy bullets in 
the .45 Blackhawk 
were assembled 
with 18.5 grains of 
2400. Today, I use 
21.5 grains of H110 or WW296 almost 
exclusively for 1,200 fps. I haven’t 
forgotten the original Keith 425424, 
18.5 2400 load and this past summer 
used it in a 7-1/2" New Model .45 Colt 
Blackhawk to take a Catalina goat. It 
worked most decisively.

In the 1980s I was about to learn 
more about the potential of the .45 Colt 
through a young Wyoming gunsmith 
named John Linebaugh. John contacted 
me on the evening of July 4, 1984 and 
I was very skeptical about what he was 
telling me. So he suggested sending me 
one of his custom .45 Colt sixguns so I 
could see for myself. John was putting 
new cylinders in single action .45s with 
some amazing results. His favorite 
sixguns then were the El Dorado and 
Seville from US Arms. By utilizing the 

entire frame window John could fit an 
oversized, 6-shot cylinder to squeeze 
everything possible out of the .45 Colt. 

What was possible was 1,675 fps 
with a 260-grain bullet and 1,600 fps 
with a 330-grain bullet and if I had not 
loaded, shot, and chronographed them 
myself I would not have believed it. Not 
only did I learn a lot about the .45 Colt 
from John Linebaugh, my first article to 
appear in American Handgunner was 
about his .45 Colt custom El Dorado 
in an article entitled “New Speed, New 
Power, From The Colt .45.” It appeared 
in the January/February issue of 1985.

A lot has changed since my first 
feeble efforts at reloading the .45 Colt 
more than a half-century ago. Today I 
can pick from a long list of bullet molds 
for both standard and heavy loads. For 
my Colt Single Action and USFA Single 
Actions I have several favorite bullets, 
Lyman’s 454190 255-grain conical and 
the 454424 260-grain Keith, and from 
RCBS comes their 45-255 Keith. 

All of these are loaded over 8 grains 
of Unique or Universal for around 850 
fps. For a heavier bullet in a standard-
sized single action I really like the Dave 

Scovill designed RCBS 45-270 SWC. 
Cast of wheelweights, this bullet weighs 
283 grains and over the same powder 
charge gives around 850 to 900 fps and 
is a very potent load. I have already 
mentioned the bullets and powders used 
for semi-heavy loads in the Ruger .45 
Colt Blackhawk. 

The .45 Colt is without a doubt the 
most versatile of sixgun cartridges. 
It started as a black powder cartridge 
in 1873 and in custom guns today the 
muzzle velocity of that original load 
can be doubled. There are a whole lot 
of diehard .45 Colt fanciers who would 
not even consider looking at what 
they consider to be the inferior and 
less powerful .44 Magnum. That’s not 
bad for a cartridge which is more than 
135-years old.   

The modernization of the .45 Colt single action sixgun is represented by 
(top to bottom) the Colt New Frontier, the Ruger .45 Blackhawk, and a 
Ruger Bisley Model customized by Ben Forkin. Stocks in order are by Colt, 
Herrett’s, and Charles Able.

continued from page 98
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I don’t know if I read the chart 
wrong or set the measure wrong but I do 
know when I touched off that first round 
something definitely was wrong. When 
I pulled the trigger the barrel pointed 
straight up and the hammer slapped 
me soundly on the back of my hand. It 
wasn’t as bad as the Ruger .44 Magnum 
Blackhawk, however, I did know .45s 
were not supposed to recoil like this. I 
had the typical disease of most 18-year-
olds at the time; that is, my brain had 
not yet fully developed. Instead of 
stopping and pulling all the rest 
of those rounds I just shot them 
as quickly as I could to get rid 
of them. Isn’t there something 
about God watching over fools 
and reloaders, especially young 
ignorant reloaders?

I had learned one thing and 
that was to buy a powder scale. 
For reloading I was using the 
Lyman 310 Tong Tool, which 
does not have leverage for full-
length resizing. So I bought a 
full-length sizing die and used a 
vise to squeeze the cases into the 
die and then knocked them out 
with a wooden dowel. Very slow, 
but it worked. I bought single 
cavity molds and used an iron 
pot and dipper with my mother’s 
kitchen stove as the heat source. 
She never complained about all 

those little specks of lead on the side of 
her icebox. 

My first two molds were from 
Lyman. One was the 454190, a copy of 
the original .45 Colt conical bullet, and, 
of course, Elmer Keith’s semi-wadcutter 
454424. Cast bullets were lubed by 
standing them in a pan, pouring melted 
lube around them, waiting for it to cool, 
and then using a Kake Kutter to remove 
the bullets from the pan. After this they 
were shoved through a sizing die using 
the 310 Tool. Again very slow, but it 

worked. I definitely would not want to 
give up the 20-pound bottom pour pots, 
2-cavity and 4-cavity molds, and the 
lubrisizers I have at my disposal today. 
Sometimes progress works for us! 

I made the same mistake with the .45 
Colt as I did with everything else during 
the 1950s and actually for quite some 
time after that. I loaded them to the hilt. 
The load was either 18.5 grains of 2400 
or 10 grains of Unique. Years later when 
I had a chronograph I would find these 
loads clocking out at approximately 
1,100 and 1,000 fps respectively. In the 
late 1950s the sport of Fast Draw swept 
across the country and I ordered an Arvo 
Ojala Hollywood rig. The first date I had 
with the lady now known as Diamond 
Dot was to go to Boyle’s Gun Shop one 
evening in November of 1958 to pick up 
my Ojala rig for the 7-1/2" Colt. I still 
have that rig and she is still going to gun 
shops with me.

In 1963 I had to sell that first Colt 
Single Action but before the ’60s were 
over I had several other .45 Colt Single 
Actions, and I had also learned to cut 
back on my loads. I stopped using 
the Keith Load and dropped down to 
9 grains of Unique. Today I am more 

likely to use 8 to 8.5 grains. 
The Colt sixguns appreciate 
it and so do I. In 1966 we 
made one of the best decisions 
we’d ever made in our lives 
— we moved to Idaho. (I was 
influenced by Elmer Keith in 
more ways than one!) 

Super Strength
In the summer of 1971 I 

was in my last year of graduate 
school and terribly bored being 
away from the family. I hit 
every gun shop I could find 
anywhere close to Missoula, 
Montana, and it finally paid 
off. When Ruger brought out 
the .357 Blackhawk in 1955 
the plan was to also chamber 
it in .44 Special and .45 Colt, 

A Half-Century With Sixguns
The .45 Colt.

The year was 1957. Maverick and Wagon Train had arrived on 
TV, Pat Boone was watching Love Letters In The Sand,  Fats 

Domino was on Blueberry Hill,  and I was about to shoot my first 
.45 Colt reloads through a brand new 7-1/2" Colt Single Action. It 
was not easy to find components in those days and I had to settle 
for 225-grain roundnose .45 ACP hardcast bullets. The powder was 
DuPont’s 5066. I took a shortcut which could’ve been a disaster: 
I did not have a loading scale and simply used a chart to set the 
powder measure.

The 100+ years of .45 Single Actions include (clockwise, from top left) 
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Generation Colts plus a currently produced USFA 
Single Action. Stocks pictured in order are by Peacemaker Specialists, 
Roy Fishpaw, Charles Able, and Eagle Grips. 

continued on page 97
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