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their helmets, feet and fingers.

As hard-earned lessons poured in
from other amphibious landings, the
men of the 29th incorporated them into
their own training. Mistakes could be
learned from and advantages taken, but
one repeated fact seemed unalterable:
the first wave is the deadliest, and if it
fails, everything may fail.

They came to understand that their
success or failure may decide the
outcome of the war.

As D-Day neared, the boys of Bedford
drew closer together. Raymond Hoback
suffered severe chronic nosebleeds and
was offered a medical discharge. He
refused. He would not leave his brother
Bedford and his friends. Sergeant John
Schenk was offered a commission, but
it meant leaving the outfit and probably
missing the invasion. He refused. Others
too shrugged off “tickets out of the war.”
They would not be denied their destiny.

Destiny On D-Day

June 6th came and went. News
flashed ’round the world of “significant
casualties” and ultimately, success—but
with few details and no casualty lists.
Bedford waited, praying.

At 8:00 am on July 17, 1944, 21-year
old Elizabeth Teass opened the tiny
Western Union office in Green’s drug
store. Immediately, a Killed-In-Action
telegram began printing.

Elizabeth’s  heart sank. KIA
telegrams arrived in Bedford about once
a week. Gold stars hung in windows
all over town. But this time when the
first message had clacked through the
machine, it kept printing. It would
continue hammering out heart-breaking
lines through the early afternoon.

Thirty boys from Bedford landed in
the first wave on Omaha Beach. Nineteen
died there that morning, including
Ray Stevens, whose twin brother Roy
survived; John Schenk; Raymond
Hoback and his brother Bedford, and
young Wallace Carter, the last-minute
enlistee. Over the following days, four
more sons of Bedford died fighting in
the hedgerows, securing the beachhead.
This, from a town of 3,200.

They did not die unnecessarily; not
as mere cannon fodder charging into
German guns. They died blasting through
the wire, silencing the machineguns,
clearing the trenches and bunkers. They
succeeded, dying so countless others
could live and carry on the fight; so the
world would never know the answer to
the question, What if they had failed?

And that is why the D-Day Memorial
lies under the Peaks of Otter, in a quiet,
out-of-the-way place: because it belongs
there.

*Recommendedreading: The Bedford
Boys, by Alex Kershaw, Da Capo Press,
paperback, ISBN-10: 0306813556. G
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continued from page 82

my back, and when I simply had to get
away from school during the middle of
the week I would drive up towards Lolo
Pass and run some hardball through that
old .45.

I have always been partial to the
Colt Government Model as well as the
Commander. One of my favorite 1911s
is an engraved, satin-nickeled, ivory-
stocked Series 70. It is backed up by a
plain Jane version and also a Gold Cup.
Those two Commanders purchased
before the GCA ’68 are still in service
and I have added a superbly accurate
.45 Combat Commander customized by
Jimmy Clark. Col. Cooper also instilled
within me a real appreciation for the .38
Super and I recently purchased one from
Wilson Combat. It is as good as a semi-
auto 1911 gets and is a most welcome
addition to my collection of shooting
1911s.

The .22

I can’t imagine not having several
Ruger .22 semi-autos around. Ruger’s
original .22, the Red Eagle of 1949 is
used regularly along with the 5-1/2" and
6-7/8" Mark I Target Models. Ruger has
now progressed through the Mark II and
Mark III .22s as well as the 22/45 and
these are all grand little .22s. Not only
do the grandkids and I shoot them, I
have had several made up especially for
Diamond Dot using Tactical Solutions
lightweight aluminum PacLite barrels.
The whole family can have an awful lot
of fun shooting for hours while spending
relatively little money. It is definitely
a lot cheaper and more enjoyable than
taking everyone to the movies.

Times have certainly changed when
it comes to semi-autos. In 1957, other
than military surplus 1911s, and an
occasional Luger or Walther, you rarely
encountered semi-autos in gun shops.
Colt offered the commercial 1911 and
relatively very new Commander, Smith
& Wesson had just introduced the 9mm
Model 39, and you occasionally saw a
Browning Hi-Power. Today I can go to
any local gun shop and see dozens upon
dozens of semi-autos. The 1911 in many
versions is found in virtually every gun
shop. It is still offered by Colt as well
as companies such as Kimber, Para-
Ordnance, Smith & Wesson, Springfield
Armory and Taurus. There are also many
beautifully crafted custom 1911s offered
by some of the most talented gunmakers
in the history of firearms production
such as Bill Wilson, Ed Brown and Les
Baer.

From 1836 until wellinto the 1980s the
revolver was king for law-enforcement
use and civilian self-defense. That began
to change dramatically two decades ago.
There has always been a dedicated group

Ruger’s original .22 semi-automatics—the
Standard Model and Mark | Target Models—are
still excellent pistols.

who felt everything began and ended
with the 1911, however, we have also
seen the introduction of the polymer
pistol with barrels and slides mated up
with plastic polymer frames and with
the grip frame being integrally molded
as part of the mainframe.

As far as semi-autos go, the 1911
still has solid standing with me only
slightly behind big-bore single and
double-action sixguns, however, I have
progressed to the point of acceptance of
the new breed of semi-autos. I can also
appreciate other .45s such as the Glock
21, Springfield Armory XD, S&W M&P
and Taurus 24/7. Ruger’s K345 in .45
ACP is my constant bedside companion
and their latest SR9 is a grand semi-
auto and has become a special favorite.
I have even progressed to the point I
can admit carrying a 9mm from time to
time. A Smith & Wesson 3913 has spent
a lot of time stuffed the in my pants belt,
and who couldn’t favor a Browning Hi-
Power?

At the first Shootists Holiday in 1986
most of us showed up with big-bore
single- and double-action sixguns. One
fellow showed up with a Glock and
while I did shoot it, I didn’t want to be
photographed with it. Times really do
change and my son just celebrated his
45th birthday. For this solemn occasion,
Diamond Dot and I presented him with
his own Glock 21SF.

In the 1990s I attended a Glock
Seminar and Armorer’s School. During
the 3-day course I fired 1,000 rounds
of Black Hills Ammunition 230-grain
hardball through a Glock 21. During
those three days, the Glock never
stuttered, never failed to feed, and
every shot was right on target. I came
away knowing I could always count
on a Glock .45 to defend me and mine.
The same can now be said about the
Springfield Armory XD, the S&W .45
M&P, and the Taurus 24/7. Long gone
are the days when semi-autos were
considered unreliable. All are totally
and unquestionably reliable.

Much of my sixgunnin’ heart will
always be filled by single- and double-
action revolvers, yet there is still plenty
of room left for quality semi-autos.

WWW.GUNSMAGAZINE.COM
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A HALF CENTURY WITH:

Semi-Autos

ebruary 1957. The first nuclear powered submarine, the

Nautilus, is launched; France refuses to allow the United Nations
into Algeria; Patsy Cline is singing / Go Out Walking After Midnight;
and | am 17 and have a gun pointed at me for the first time. | hit the
ground in record time and no shots were fired, however | did learn

several most valuable lessons.

I have often spoken about three of us
going shooting every Saturday afternoon
after work. We all had military surplus
1903A3s and 1911s, and we could not
only buy military ammunition for a buck
a box, the elevator operator, a WWI vet,
brought it to us at work every payday.
This particular day we invited a new
kid to come along. It was a cold, wet,
snowy day, but that made no difference
to us as we were all still invincible and
we shot no matter what the weather.
The new guy was given a 1911 with a
magazine full of hardball and all three
of us stood behind him as he got ready
to shoot. He hit the target on the first
shot and was so excited he turned 180

degrees sweeping all three of us with
a cocked .45. Simultaneously we were
all on the ground from where we shared
more than a few choice words with him
as we told him to slowly turn around and
face downrange.

Obviously we made several mistakes
which could have been very costly, even
deadly. Can you say, “dumb teenagers”?
We assumed he knew what he was doing,
we assumed he knew how to handle a
semi-automatic 1911, we assumed he
knew to always keep any gun pointed
downrange. Any one of our assumptions
could have gotten one of us killed. From
that day forward I have always been
leery of any new shooter handling a

il cuMncHTING
i TecunmUEs

Taffin’s Series 70 Colt .45s rest on his well-worn 1958 copy of Jeff Cooper’s Fighting Handguns and

the 2008 reprint by Paladin Press.

semi-automatic.

When it came time to teach my kids
and later their kids to shoot I always
started out with only one round in the
magazine until I knew for sure they were
capable of safely handling a firearm.
When all of my grandkids were quite
young I started them out shooting with
semi-autos by using a .22 Ruger. Only
when I was satisfied they were safer than
most adults were they allowed to load a
full magazine, insert it, and function the
slide on their own.

Col. Cooper

In 1958 I bought a copy of a book by
a then relatively unknown by the name
of Jeff Cooper. The book was Fighting
Handguns and, just as Elmer Keith’s
Sixguns three years earlier, this book
also had a tremendous effect on my
shooting life. This was Col. Cooper’s
first, but definitely not last, words on the
value of the .45 ACP 1911. I read and
re-read that book until I had to tape it
together. Since I was 17, I have always
had a 1911 on hand and I can’t imagine
any handgunner not doing so. For many
years they were the most inexpensive
while at the same time one of the best
big-bore handguns you could acquire. It
was not unusual to find military surplus
ASs for well under $50 when I was
a teenager. Just before the GCA ’68
went into effect and most of us thought
that would be the end of gun sales, I
purchased two Colt Commanders, one a
.45 and the other a .38 Super.

During the time I was in graduate
school, the summers of 1969 to 1971,
I made the 800-mile roundtrip between
Southwest Idaho and the University of
Montana every weekend. Undergraduate
school was tough working full time
and taking full-time classes, but those
three summers being away from my
family were much worse. My traveling
companion through the mountains of
Idaho and Montana was a military 1911
stuck inside the belt in the middle of

continued on page 81
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