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By the rude bridge that arched 
the flood,

Their flag to April’s breeze 
unfurled,
Here once the embattled 
farmers stood
And fired the shot heard ’round 
the world.
(From Concord Hymn by Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, 1803-1882)

Emerson wrote Concord Hymn in 
1836, for the dedication of a monument 
commemorating the Battle of Lexington 
and Concord. Readers who feel the 
moving power and sentiment of his 
words should appreciate the 
blood connection Emerson felt 
with that hallowed ground: his 
grandfather was a Minuteman 
who fought at both Lexington 
and Concord that day. The family 
home, called “The Old Manse,” 
sat beside the bridge Emerson’s 
grandfather stood upon to face 
the British.

Emerson wrote the Concord 
Hymn while living in that house, 
whose walls must have whispered 
his grandfather’s stories of risk 
and revolution, terror and triumph. 
Later, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
lived in the Manse, remarking 
that he too felt the very roots 
of American history running 
through its rafters; the spirits of 
citizen-soldiers speaking from 
the stones of the fireplace.  

As the title implies, what we 
know as a poem was written as 
a solemn song, sung to the tune 
of an old Genevan Psalter hymn 
written in 1551. The words were 
printed on slips of paper and given 
to those attending the ceremony. 
It was sung for decades each 
April 19th at the Obelisk.

In time, that “rude bridge” fell 
and was swept downstream. As 
the people and events grew distant 
and memory faded like the colors 
of the pine tree “Liberty Flag” 

unfurled that momentous morning, the 
date itself and the deeds done seemed 
to slip away like mist on the nearby 
marshes.

The foe long since in silence slept;
Alike the conqueror silent sleeps;
And Time the ruined bridge has swept
Down the dark stream which seaward 
creeps.

When I arrived in the US, I was 
disappointed to find there were no 
significant celebrations on the 19th of 
April commemorating that shot heard 
’round the world. It seemed to me a 
pivotal point in time, certainly for this 
unborn nation, but also for the world. 
Maybe that’s because my Dad made sure 

I saw the events of that day in context.
“The important thing to remember,” 

he often told me, “is that had those 
first Americans laid down their arms as 
commanded, the concept of a democratic 
republic may have been destroyed or at 
least delayed for what? Hundreds of 
years? That,” he said, “Is why that shot 
was heard ’round the world.”

Their known world, he explained, 
was ruled by the iron fists of kings, czars, 
emperors and sultans. Of all of them, 
the English crown, although nearly 
absolute in its power, was perhaps the 
least onerous because English people 
had limited rights. But those rights 
were not extended to the colonists under 
British rule. A point seemingly lost to 

modern history is that for years 
the “rebels” only requested—
then demanded—the same rights 
as their English cousins across 
the pond. And with each request 
and later demands, the King’s 
response was more belligerent 
and punitive.

Until the French & Indian War, 
the American colonies existed 
under what Parliament called 
“salutary neglect”—essentially 
non-interference—and non-
support. The colonists were widely 
viewed in Britain as the rubbish 
of the realm; criminals, religious 
pariah, escaped indentures and 
politically radical peasants, and 
the land, a worthless wilderness 
where life was dirty, brutish and 
brief. 

On this green bank, by this soft 
stream,
We set to-day a votive stone;
That memory may their deed 
redeem,
When, like our sires, our sons 
are gone.

The war changed those 
views—in a negative way. When 
the crown reluctantly sent redcoat 
regiments to help colonial militias 
fight the French and their native 
allies, noblemen of the court came 
with them. They reported to King 

Pause and Remember
The 19th of April, 1775

“If they mean to have a war, let it begin here.”—John Parker, on 
Lexington Green.



George III on the rabble’s remaking of 
the wilderness into a land of plenty, one 
from which great wealth could be taxed 
and taken. 

As soon as the war was won, largely 
through the courage and sacrifices of 
the “rabble’s” militia, the taxing and 
taking ramped up with a vengeance. 
A 10,000-man British army was left 
in the colonies, ostensibly to “protect” 
them, but the peasants knew better. 
It was intimidation, pure and simple; 
essentially, a goon squad to protect the 
tax collectors, and the rabble had to 
pay—handsomely—for the goons. Most 
of all, dissent was viciously suppressed.

The colonists had fought the crown’s 
wars—and were despised by their 
nobles. Their government seemed cold 
to their needs but hot for their taxes, 
which were spent on more “favored” 
subjects. The crown seemed interested 
only in their own sophisticated pursuits 
and expanding ever-greater power.

The crown had once told the colonists 
to raise and arm their own militia and 
provide for their own defense. Now 
those militiamen were to be stripped of 
their arms and their leaders arrested.

Spirit, that made those heroes dare,
To die, and leave their children free,
Bid Time and Nature gently spare
The shaft we raise to them and thee.

Seven hundred British troops 
marched on Concord to seize, destroy 
and arrest, but first they had to pass 
Lexington Green. There in the pre-dawn 
gray stood 77 Minutemen, captained 
by farmer and mechanic John Parker. 
Many were veterans of the recent war. 
Many could see their own homes or 
the smoke curling from their chimneys. 
They were tinsmiths, potters, merchants 
and wheelwrights. They were subjects, 
about to become citizens.

British Major John Pitcairn cried 
out to them, “Disperse, you rebels! 
Damn you, throw down your arms and 
disperse!”

Captain Parker told his men, “Stand 
your ground. Don’t fire unless fired 
upon, but if they mean to have a war, let 
it begin here.”

Historians tell us only about 3 
percent of colonials actively fought as 
patriots in the Revolution, supported 
by about 1/3 of the population. One-
third sat it out, remaining neutral. 
Another 1/3 were British loyalists, and 
in fact, toward the end of the war, more 
loyalists were fighting for King George 
than revolutionaries were fighting for 
their new nation. Against all odds, the 
3-percenters prevailed.

Sometimes great deeds are done 
by the few, the committed. This 
19th of April, let us remember those 
few, those brave, those 3-percenters. 
Connor OUT. 
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After graduation I sent out 
applications all over the West and the 
first call came from Elmer Keith country, 
so I knew it was meant to be. A U-Haul 
was hooked to the bumper of our ’65 
Ford Station Wagon, a mattress was 
placed behind the front seat for the kids 
to lay and play on, I took a 40-percent 
pay cut and we made the 2,000+ mile 
trip to Idaho. When we got 
here we had literally found 
heaven on earth! Only one 
rifle made the trip and that 
was the original .22 Marlin; 
all the rest had been traded or 
sold over the years. 

Things have certainly 
changed since then, but in 
1966 there were gun shops 
literally everywhere and there 
were also gun departments 
in all the department stores, 
drug stores, and even the 
grocery stores. There was 
only one traffic light in 
town on Main Street; today 
we have thousands of them. 
The population of our once small town 
has exploded and we have at least 100 
times the stores we had then but we have 
only four gun shops left plus Cabela’s 
and Sportsman’s Warehouse. I would 
imagine the same thing is mostly true in 
the rest of the country. 

The Marlin
In 1966 it was also time to order 

another levergun and Winchester 
had just announced the .44 Magnum 
chambered in their Model 1894. When 
I went to pick it up I was not at all 
impressed, fortunately the shop also had 
a Marlin Model 336 in .44 Magnum and 
I took it instead. The first hunting trip 
with that rifle was wet and cold and the 
finish on the stock of that Marlin took a 
real beating. I spent two weeks rubbing 
in Tru-Oil and buffing it with 0000 
steel wool as each coat dried. The same 
operation was performed on the Marlin 
39 and 40-years later they are still in 
excellent shape. 

I’ve spent a lot of time over the last 
40 years shooting Marlin leverguns of 
every type and caliber. The old Marlins 
which had gotten away were replaced by 
three other antique Marlins chambered 
in .25-20, .38-40, and .44-40. The 
.32-20 is also back, however, it is one 
of the newer Model 1894CLs. I have 
especially enjoyed the really big bore 
Marlins. With the arrival of the .45-70 
Model 1895 and the .444 Marlin Model 
444, I saved up for a long time before I 
could purchase both of these. As far as I 
was concerned both of them were built 
wrong. They were too big and bulky so 
the barrels were shortened and the excess 

wood removed from the forearm. This 
turned them into very easy handling, 
powerful up close big critter leverguns. 

In the 1950s in one of the early issues 
of this magazine Kent Bellah had a dream-
inspiring piece entitled “The Two-Gun 
Man Comes Back.” A fellow down in 
Arizona by the name of Ward Koozer was 
doing a good business converting Model 
’92 Winchester .44-40s to .44 Magnum 
and .32-20s to .357 Magnum. Bellah had 

a Koozer .357 Magnum matched up with 
a 3-1/2" Smith & Wesson .357. I wonder 
how many times I read that article and 
studied the pictures? 

I didn’t have a Smith & Wesson .357 
at the time, however, I did have a Ruger 
.357 Blackhawk Flattop which would 
make an excellent mate to a similarly 
chambered levergun. There was no way 
I could afford a custom conversion at 
the time, but several years later Marlin 
came through with the Model 1894C, 
an 18-1/2" .357 Magnum. If there has 
ever been a handier rifle than this one I 
certainly don’t know what it is. If I could 
have only one centerfire rifle it would be 
my Marlin .357 Magnum. It is simply a 
magnificent little carbine. 

Marlin was using Micro-Groove 
barrels at the time and experts were 
saying you couldn’t shoot cast bullets 
through them. Yes, you can! The key 
is two fold; a hard-cast, gas-checked 
bullet is needed. For the two Magnums, 
I find Ray Thompson’s 431244GC and 
358156GC work just fine. There are 
many other excellent leverguns. Marlin 
brought back the .38-55 in the 1990s, 
Winchester’s excellent Big Bore can 
be found in .375 Winchester, and their 
16-1/2" Trapper Model was offered 
in .357 Magnum, .44 Magnum, .45 
Colt, and of course .30-30. Traditional 
leverguns will certainly not range 
alongside a modern bolt-action rifle, 
but for most hunting at reasonable 
ranges they will still deliver, and there is 
nothing better for up close encounters. 
The heavy-loaded .45-70 has proven 
itself many times over in Africa and 
Alaska. I still like ’em!

continued from page 82

Taffin’s first two firearms were Marlin’s 39A .22 and Ruger’s 
.22 Single-Six. They both still make a wonderful pair.



Instead of a good paying job I went 
to work for minimum wage for the 
Hardware & Supply Company. This 
4-story building occupied a city block 
which provided virtually everything 
for contractors. I started out as an 
order boy like the rest of the young 
kids, however the headman must’ve 
recognized some leadership qualities 

in me and within three months I was in 
charge of unloading all freight off trucks 
and railroad cars with 12 men working 
under me, the youngest being 34. Being 
just a kid I had to prove myself to those 
men so I worked right alongside of them 
instead of standing there with a clipboard 
and that hard work really built me up. I 
could put a 200-pound keg of nails on 

my shoulder, walk 
up three flights of 
stairs, and back 
down again; I could 
also pick up 500 
pounds. (Boy that 
was a long time 
ago!) Yes, I was 
now a man, but I 
was still a dumb 
teenager.

Even better than 
all of this was the 
fact I got in with 
a couple of other 
order boys who 
were real shooters 
and knew where 
all the gun shops 
were and when the 
gun shows were 
held. Before June 

ended I had purchased my very own first 
firearm. The gun I picked is still one of 
the best first choices for anyone—a .22, 
a Marlin Model 39 levergun which in 
those days was the Mountie version. 

Boy was I proud of that rifle; my 
parents weren’t! My stepdad had gone 
through some terrible fighting in Europe 
during WWII and did not want any 
guns around; they both hit the roof. By 
the second gun, my .22 Ruger Single-
Six, they didn’t fuss quite so much; 
and with the third gun, a 4-3/4" Colt 
SAA .38-40 it was “Hey Johnny show 
Uncle Chuck your new gun.” I call that 
quite a turnaround. Twenty years later 
Diamond Dot and I had three teenagers 
and when my parents went camping 
with us my mom wanted to make sure 
I had a gun with me just in case. Even 
anti-gunners can be won over; well, at 
least some of them.

Little did I know of all that would 
occur over the next 10 years. I added 
other Marlins, a .25-20, a .32-20, 
and a .38-40 as well as bolt actions, a 
Springfield ’03A3 and two custom rifles: 
a .222 Remington and an 8mm Mauser 
with a full Mannlicher stock. When I got 
married I knew I needed a better paying 
job and although it paid three times as 
much, the tire factory was nowhere near 
the fun I had unloading freight; but there 
was a reason for going there which I 
found the following year. 

I felt called to be a teacher which 
meant going to college. The only way I 
could do that was also work to support 
my family. The tire factory turned out to 
be a Godsend as I could work the night 
shift and go to school full time during 
the day. The university was 30 miles 
away and there were mornings I was 
so tired I do not remember driving to 
school and many a night I went to work 
so exhausted tears were running down 
my cheeks. My wife was a tremendous 
support and we made it together. There’s 
a reason we do all these things when 
we’re young!

A Half Century With:
Leverguns

continued on page 81

June 1956. Workers riot in Budapest, Hungary, Nasser is elected 
president of Egypt, and Mickey Mantle is on the cover of Sports 

Illustrated. Elvis gets a parking ticket while getting a haircut in 
Memphis, the new Steve Allen Show challenges Ed Sullivan for 
primetime ratings on Sunday evening, D-Day, The Sixth of June 
is released to the movie theaters, and I get some bad news. I had 
just graduated from high school in May and was taking a battery 
of tests to get a job in one of the manufacturing plants. They said 
I passed with flying colors, but I was too young to hire having just 
turned 17 in May. That turned out to be one of the best things that 
ever happened to me.

Marlin’s early advertising of the .357 Magnum caught Taffin’s attention 
immediately and John considers the Marlin Model 1894C .357 Magnum to 
be the handiest centerfire rifle available. It pairs up nicely with a long-
barreled S&W. (The cartridge butt cuff is by The Leather Arsenal (208) 
585-6212, www.leatherarsenal.com)
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