




As a young child TR was weak and 
sickly, however he was fortunate to have 
a father who had both the means and the 
will to change this situation. He installed 
a private gymnasium in their home so 
Theodore could work out and literally 
build himself a new body. That really 
struck a chord with me and as a teenager 
I “built” myself to the point of being able 
to dead lift 500 pounds (that was a long, 
long, long, very long time ago!).

As great a man as he was, TR, of 
course, was nowhere near perfect. He 
would later in life talk about speaking 
softly and carrying a big stick. He 
literally did not know the meaning 
of fear whether in battle, in hunting 
situations, tracking down criminals, 
exploring jungles, and especially not 
in politics. However, as a young man 
the first time he was faced with an 
extremely difficult circumstance he ran 
from responsibility. 

TR did not go to the Dakotas to 
become a rancher searching for great 
adventure. He was actually searching 
for himself and distancing himself from 
great tragedy. I do not judge him in 
this situation; I simply realize he was a 
real person and as such did have some 
failings in his life. We all do. Double 
tragedy struck Theodore in the 1880s. 
A lesser man may not have survived, 
so we can understand TR’s running 
from responsibility. The tragedy was the 
death of both his mother and his wife on 

the same day in the same house. 
Only those who have gone 

through similar 
circumstances of 
losing several family 
members all at once 
can even begin to 
understand what this 
does to a person. 
TR’s wife died in 
childbirth. Although 
he was left with a 
young child to raise 
he turned his back 
on his family, gave 
his new daughter 
to his sister’s care, 
and went off to 
become a cowboy 
in the Dakotas. He, 
of course, made up 
for this in later years. He re-married, 
reclaimed his daughter, had more 
children including sons who followed in 
his footsteps as explorers, hunters, and 
warriors in both World Wars.

Theodore Roosevelt accomplished so 
much in his lifetime it is questionable if 
he ever had time to sleep. He left a rich 
legacy in print covering his own life as a 
hunter and explorer. As busy as he was 
as president he still managed to put his 
family first and it was not unusual for 
him to keep dignitaries waiting while 
he played with his children. There 
were a few challenges he wasn’t up to. 

His daughter Alice was one of them. 
When he was asked by reporters why he 
couldn’t control his daughter he replied 
he could be president or he could control 
her; he simply could not do both. Even 
Theodore had his limitations! 

The Guns
Firearms were a large part of 

Theodore’s life. He was second in 
command of the Rough Riders in the 
Spanish-American War carrying a .38 
Colt double action as he led the charge 
up Kettle Hill. In the Dakotas nearly 20 
years earlier he carried a more powerful 
sixgun, an ornately-engraved, ivory-
stocked, gold and nickel-plated Colt 
Frontier Six-Shooter, a 7-1/2" .44-40. 

When on his way to a 
speaking engagement 
an assassination 
attempt was made and 
he refused to go to 
the hospital until after 
his speech. Instead he 
stood and talked for 
two hours with a bullet 
lodged in his chest. He 
was as Col. Cooper so 
adequately described 
him, “An Honest-To-
God Man!”

Rifles were a very 
important part of 
his life and he was 
definitely a Winchester 
man. While ranching in 

the Dakotas his number one rifle was the 
then relatively new Winchester Model 
1876. Today few hunters would consider 
the 1876 with its black powder cartridges 
such as .40-60, .45-60, and .45-75 for 
the hunting of antelope and mountain 
sheep, but it was the best available in 
the early 1880s. Theodore was always 
somewhat flamboyant which is seen not 
only in his engraved Colt Single Action 
carried in its floral carved holster but his 
specially engraved Winchesters as well. 
It was his Winchester which served him 

The Learning Never Stops

Just a few of the many, many books by or 
about Theodore Roosevelt. And no, John 
didn’t forget to return a few of them to the 
library, he bought them from a library.

Discovering Theodore Roosevelt literally changed my life. Up to 
that point in time I had lots of heroes, but they were all found at 

Saturday matinees in Western movies. The movies were fun, but 
of course they weren’t real. Theodore Roosevelt was real. I started 
wearing glasses even before becoming a teenager and the fact TR 
also wore glasses and had very poor eyesight really resonated with 
me. This condition did not keep him from doing anything he wanted, 
so I felt it would really not put any great limitations on me either.

continued on page 89
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Part II: The Legacy Of TR



                                             Introducing the next evolution in semi-autos. The new 
                                           Taurus® 800 Series matches an incredible rate of fire with 
                                           the exclusive Taurus “Strike Two”  trigger system for 
                                         industry leading reliability that gives you a potentially life 
                                  saving second chance at striking a faulty round. 

     The extreme-duty, next generation handgun, created for Special Operations 
   Personnel, incorporates only the highest quality materials, craftsmanship and 
 manufacturing tolerance for remarkable accuracy and ruggedness. New features 
include unique take down levers for quick field stripping, a lanyard loop and an
external hammer as requested by our valued customers.

Taurus800SERIES

http://www.taurusUSA.com
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